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Dr. Smollett's epitaph.
417
to Glasgow, at some distance from his house, he had erected a pillar to the memory of his ingenious kinsman, Dr. Smollet; and he consulted Dr. Johnson as to an. inscription for it. Lord Kames, who, though he had a great store of knowledge, with much ingenuity, and uncommon activity of mind, was no profound scholar, had it seems recommended an English inscription'. Dr. Johnson treated this with great contempt, saying, 'An English inscription would be a disgrace to Dr. Smollet3;' and, in answer to what Lord Kames had urged, as to the advantage of its being in English, because it would be generally understood, I observed, that all to whom Dr. Smollet's merit could be an object of respect and imitation, would understand it as well in Latin; and that surely it was not meant for the Highland, drovers, or other such people, who pass and repass that way.
We were then shewn a Latin inscription, proposed for this monument. Dr. Johnson sat down with an ardent and liberal earnestness to revise it, and greatly improved it by several additions and variations. I unfortunately did not take a copy of it, as it originally stood ; but I have happily preserved every fragment of what Dr. Johnson wrote:—
Quisquis ades, viator3, Vel mente felix, vel studiis cultus,
Immorare paululum memories T O B IsE      S M O L L E T,      M. D.
Viri iis virtuLibus
Qnas in homine et cive
Et ]ancles, et imiteris,
*    #   #   #    *    #    «
1 Lord Kames wrote one, which is published in Chambcrs's Traditions of Edinburgh, eel. 1825, i. 280. In it he bids the traveller to ' indulge the hope of a Monumental Pillar.'
= See ante, iii, 97, and v. 175.
s This address does not offend against the rule that Johnson lays down in his Essay on Epitaphs ( Works, v. 263), where lie says :—' It is improper to address the epitaph to the passenger.' The impropriety consists in such an address in a church. He however, did break through .his rule in his epitaph in Streatham Church on Mr. Thralc, where he says :—' Abi viator.' Ib. i. 154.
V.—27                                                           Postquam 102. See ante, p. 138,
